over 


NEW  FRIENDS  — 
Southern  Baptist  volunteer  Jim 
Walker  (center)  was  a  big  hit 
with  Iraqi  kids  as  he  delivered 
food  in  central  Iraq;  Walker  is 
a  member  of  Calvary  Church 
in  Winston-Salem,  N.C.  (BP 
photo  by  Mike  Creswell) 


extended  greetings. 

If  there  were  any  anti- 
American  feelings,  they  were 
well-hidden  in  this  impover¬ 
ished  Shiite  'Muslim  village, 
where  smne  families  have  h^ 
relatives  killed  or  tmtured  under 
the  regime  of  Saddam  Hussein. 

"It  remmded  me  of  kids 
commg  up  to  Tesus,"  marveled 
Jim  Wdker,  a  cumtalpress  artist 
from  East  Bend,  N.C 


squatter's  rights.  Raw  sewage 
runs  throu^  die  dirt  streets  and 
livestock  wanders  unimpeded. 

Aldwugh  few  people  in  the 
oxnmunity  ^x>ke  English,  diey 
uiklerstood  who  was  bringing 
the  food.  One  man  said  it  was 
the  Christians  horn  America 
brmging  the  food.  "Where  are 
die  Muslims?"  die  man  asked, 
recounted  volunteer  Doug  Wells, 
a  sales  analyst  widi  a  nuqor  bak- 


ered  outside  the  school.  One 
woman  cried  aloud.  People  jos¬ 
tled  at  a  window,  trymg  to 
shove  dieir  identity  cards  m  to 
Iraqi  helpers  who  were  identi¬ 
fying  people  on  die  needy  list 
Some  rood  boxes  were  dis¬ 
tributed  through  Muslim 
mosques,  which  function  as 
community  centers.  One  local 
leader  said  the  mosque  main¬ 
tains  a  list  of  needy  families 


Providing  food  through  the 
mosques  led  to  one  mo^ue 
leader  publicly  thanking  God 
for  Southern  Baptists  in 
America  and  the  food  they 
sent.  The  Calvary  Church 
members  and  the  other  vol¬ 
unteers  eventually  went 
home,  happy  to  have  helped. 

More  on  Iraq  ministry  efforts: 
http:l/www.imb.orgAtrgent. 
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So.  Baptist  food  aid  distributed  in  Iraq 


CENTRAL  IRA9  (BP  and 
local  reports) — Ira(^  cheered  as 
a  volunteer  team  moved  through 
dieir  nei^iboihood  to  jnve  out 
cartons  of  food  sent  by  Southern 
Baptist  churches  across  America. 

Children  ran  up  to  the  five 
Southern  Baptist  men  from 
Calvary  Church  in  \^^ston- 
Salem,  N.C.,  like  they  were 
long-lost  imcles,  giggling  and 


jostling  to  get  close.  Mothers 


The  10-day  project  in  late 
October  and  early  November 
was  just  a  smallpart  of  a  mass!  ve, 
mondis-long  Soudiem  Baptist 
effort  to  help  the  Iraqi  people. 

During  late  October  the  last  of 
69  truddoad-sized  cai]go  ccmtain- 
ers  —  canying  a  totm  of  some 
45,000  bmces  m  food  —  arrived 
by  truck  and  were  off-loaded  in  a 
warehouse  for  distribution  to 
neec^  people  across  Iraq. 

M^y  thousands  of  Southern 
Baptists  in  America  had  stuffs 
each  carton  widi  about  70 
poimds  of  flour,  sugar  and  other . 
oask  foodstuffs,  enou^  to  feed  a 
hunily  of  four  ior  several  weeks. 
If  all  45,000  cartons  could  be 
stacked  up,  the  pile  would  have 
been  more  than  eight  miles  hi^. 

Mississippi  Baptists  donat¬ 
ed  over  23z,O00  poimds  of  food 
to  the  campaign  in  May  of  this 
year.  Jim  Diolake,  director  of 
Men's  Minist^  for  the 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention 
Board,  traveled  to  Iraq  with  the 
Southern  Baptist  team  to  assist 
in  delivering  the  boxes. 

In  (xie  neighborhood,  hun¬ 
dreds  of  food  boxes  were  deliv¬ 
ered  to  a  school  building  in  a 
poor  area  far  frcrni  downtown. 

^  «  «  «  •«.  .  «  .1 


MISSION  ACCOMPLISHED  —  Southern  Baptist  workers  give  a 
box  of  food  to''a  woman  and  two  of  her  three  children  in  central 
Iraq.  The  food  box  was  one  of  thousands  sent  by  Southern  Baptist 
churches  to  help  the  Iraqi  people.  (BP  photo  by  Mike  Creswell) 


ing  corflJJBWyWWhiston-Salem. 
'It  struck  me  that  the  people  real¬ 
ize  we're  tryi^  to  nelp  them, 
and  we're  tnring  to  shcnv  them 
the  love  erf  Cnrist." 

^  The  need  for  food  became 
clear  cxie  afternoon  when  deliv- 
of  the  food  boxes  was 


and  delivered  food  to  those. 
He  also  said  he  knows  of 
many  families  whose  men 
died  in  Iraq's  wars. 

"The  Iraqi  people  suffered 
under  Saddam  Hussein  and 
they  are  still  suBering,"  he  said, 
adding  diat  people  need  medi- 
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Our  date  with  destruction 

assignment  of  reporting  on  defense  of  the  innocent 
tire  societies  somehow  go  child,"  Bush  said  upon  sign- 
en  the  most  casual  student  of  ing  die  legislation.  Now,  a 
:ome  up  wi^  an  "A"  paper,  rational  person  would  be  for- 
led  with  great  countries  and  given  for  thinking  that  diis 
ig  societies  that  eventually  law  is  a  good  idea  tiiat  goes 

trash  heap  of  human  history,  all  the  way  back  to  the  BaiUllSJU^^v  Dp^p  THC 
he  Roman  Empire,  for  exam-  Declaration  of  Independence  1^  ll06UiAftO 

tie  mightiest  and  most  far-  when  life  was  declared  an  ^  UPMT  W 

ires  ofall  time,  the  Romans  "inalienable  right"  by  the  P 

distraction  and  debauchery  Founders.  A  baby  only  inches  THCV  M 

ly-organized  Germanic  bar-  from  delivery  arid  capable  of 


Editor's 

Notebook 


oui  this  troubling  oh^rvation.  Parenthood  Federation  of  Iwy 

On  November  5,  U.S.  President  America  —  the  largest  and  |R|U 
Getnge  W.  Bush  sign^  into  law  a  bill  most  profitable  provider  of  HWW  j  ,  y y 

passed  by  bipartisan  majorities  in  abortions  in  the  coimtiy.  BHJUy 
Doth  houses  of  Congress  that  pro-  Reproductive  freedom. 

hibits  the  horrific  prw^dure  known  Doesn't  that  soimd  nice?  ^  *  I 

as  partial  birtii  abortion  or  D  &  X  The  willful  destruction  of  a 
(dilation  and  extraction).  The  procedure  is  defenseless  human  being  is 

simply  too  violent  and  bloody  to  describe  nothing  more  than  reproductive  freedom  to  A  society  that  loses  reverence  for  the 
here,  out  its  inhumanity  needs  to  be  known,  death  merchants  and  some  federal  judges  lives  of  its  youngest  members  quickly  loses 
Those  with  a  strong  stomach  can  read  what  —  at  least  three  of  whom  have  already  reverence  for  alilife.  If  all  life  is  not  respect- 
one  unsuspecting  nurse  witnessed  during  issued  injunctions  to  keep  the  law  from  ed,  a  society  eventually  loses  respect  for 
titis  ghastly  procedure  that  allows  a  doctor  to  going  into  efiect.  The  slaughter  of  inno-.  anything  else  that  is  moral  or  ethical. 
literaUy  tear  a  full-term  in^t  from  its  moth-  cent  life  in  America  continues,  unabated.  Violence,  thievery,  and  perversion  become 
er's  womb  and  kill  it  at  the  last  moment  of  There  was  a  time  in  history  when  so  commonplace  that  such  behavior  is  con- 
delivery.  The  nurse's  testimony  before  a  con-  imwanted  infants  were  simply  taken  to  the  sidered  acc^table  (Romans  1:32).  All  sem- 
gressional  subcommittee  can  oe  accessed  at  edge  of  town  and  abandoned  (usually  at  the  blance  of  virtue  is  eventually  lost. 
http://www.sbcbaptistpress.org/bpnews.  town's  garbage  dump).  There  the  babies  A  people  without  virtue  will  not  sur- 
asp?II>=17012.  would  f^ze  or  starve  to  death,  and  most  vive.  Pe™ps  some  society  far  into  tiiie 

'Today  at  last  the  American  people  have  were  eaten  by  wild  animals.  Lilre  America  future,  studying  the  fall  of  our  great  nation, 
confronts  the  violence  and  come  to  file  today,  people  simply  looked  the  other  way.  will  talce  that  lesson  to  heart. 
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The  preponderance  ot  pro¬ 
fanity  on  television  and 
the  wide^read  betrayal  of  tele¬ 
vision's  "Family  Hour"  by  tiie 
television  industry  are  under¬ 
scored  in  a  Parents  Television 
Council  study  which  has 
received  recent  coverage  in 
Baptist  Press  and  other  news 
services.  The  report  underscores 
that  in  the  past  tour  years  alone, 
cursing  as  well  as  suggestive 

and  indecent  language  have  _ 

grown  by  94.8%  during  the  an*  action  individuals  '*'can 

Tamily  Hour"  (7-8  pjn.  Central)  with  quality,  family-friendly,  ber  and  talk  witii  someone  who  employ  to  impact  television 
with  me  increase  being  109.1%  child-sueprogrammi^.  cares  about  them.  viewing  choices?  Help  bring 

the  following  hour  (8-9  p.m.).  From  mithQuest:  California  Five  Mississippi  Baptist  FamilyNet  to  all  Mississippi 

While  not  surprising  to  most  (a  FamilyNet  production  for  churches  are  alreaay  designat-  homes.  If  currently  a  cable  or 
readers,  tiiese  fmdings  furtiier  youth  done  in  cooperation  ed  as  ERC  Covenant  Churches  satellite  subscriber,  concerned 
document  the  attack  on  today's  with  LifeWay  and  Baptist  and  38  trained  ERC  Telephone  Baptists  can  ask  their  television 
families  by  many  television  pro-  Press)  to  Maiy  Lou's  Flip  Hop  Encouragers  (TEs)  serve  from  provider  to  add  FamilyNet  to 
rammers.  Link  with  these  tacts  Shop  (a  half-hour  children's  your  state.  Additional  the  cxurcnt  lineup  of  channel 
the  Barna  .Research  Group's  show  with  Olympic  gold  Covenant  Churches  are  being  options.  Satisfied  customers  are 
finding  that  Christian  famili»  medalist  and  Southern  Baptist)  sought  so  those  responding  to  very  important  to  these 
subscribe  to  cable  television  in  Mary  Lou  Retton)  to  Swan's  television  and  radio  program-  providers  and  they  do  not  want 
similar  nvimbers  to  the  general  Place  (a  fuU  hour  of  whole-  ming  can  be  referred  to  a  caring  to  lose  them.  For  those  not  cur- 
population  and  watch  compara-  some  entertainment  hosted  by  fellowship  which  will  reach  out  rently  subscribing  but  who 
ole  amoimts  of  proaamming.  Southern  Baptist  humorist  to  them.  As  FamilyNet  grows,  would  like  to  have  access  to 
Are  there  no  acceptable  televi-  Dennis  Swanberg),  there's  so  will  the  need  for  more  such  programming,  a  contact  to 
sion  options  for  families?  something  for  the  entire  family.  Coveiumt  Churches  and  TEs,  these  same  television  outlets 

I  would  like  your  readers  to  In  addition  to  a  safe  haven  for  not  only  in  Mississippi  but  represents  the  potential  for  a 
be  aware  that  tiiere  is  an  altema-  family  viewing,  the  Good  News  throughout  North  America.  new  customer  ^d  raises  the 
tive  to  current  television  fare,  is  proclaimed  on  FamilyNet  in  The  good  news  for  Jackson  interest  of  the  management. 
Southern  Baptists  provide  a  pos-  full-length  programming  as  well  area  residents  is  that  FamilyNet  For  more  information  on 
itive  television  viewing  choice  as  spot  announcements  and,  in  became  available  several  becoming  involved  in  offering 
for  today's  families  through  our  concert  with  the  North  months  ago,  full-time  on  Time  a  wholesome  alternative  in  TV 
own  full-time  television  net-  American  Mission  Board'  s  Warner  digital  basic  cable  chan-  viewing,  Mississippi  Baptists 
work:  FamilyNet.  The  signal  Evangelism  Response  Center  nel  172.  are  also  grateful  to  are  invited  to  visit  our  website 
reaches  into  millions  of  homes  in  (ERC),  seeking  viewers  are  able  have  FamilyNet  low-power  at  www.familynet.org,  or  call 
the  United  States  and  Canada  to  call  a  toU-free  telephone  num-  television  affiliates  in  Grenada  us  toll-free  at  (kx))  832^^638. 
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California  pastor,  wife  lose  all  in  wildfire 

EL  CAJON,  Calif.  (BP)  — 

With  shaking  hands,  Helen 
Winterton  prayed  for  God  to 
help  her  drive  her  car  piled 
wim  her  belongings  out  of  the 
dense,  black  smoke  in  Peutz 
Valley  at  5  a.m.  Oct.  26. 

She  prayed  2  Tunothy  1:7 
from  Scripture:  "For  God  does 
not  give  us  a  spirit  of  fear,  but 
a  spirit  of  power,  of  love  and 
of  self-discipline." 

'Praying  that  was  the  only 
thing  that  got  me  tiuough,"  said 
V^^terton,  whose  husband.  Bob, 

^  68,  is  die  pastor  of  liinity 
Church  in  El  C^on,  Calif.  '1  told 
God  I  needed  those  things  [in  the 
Scripture]  right  dien.  Au  I  could 
do  was  rehearse  what  I  knew." 

Out  of  100  homes  in  the  Peutz 
Valley  near  San  Diego,  about 
eight  or  nine  are  still  standing. 

At  4:15  a.m.  on  Sunday 
morning,  Oct.  26,  Helen,  age  65, 
got  a  can  to  evacuate  their  home 
as  flames  were  approaching. 

Her  husband  wcis  in  Nevada  at 
a  speo^g  engagement. 

leaned  my  youngest  son  and 
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SUPPORT  HUG  —  Longtime  church  member  Patty  Denton 
(center)  gives  pastor  Robert  Winterton  (right)  a  hug  after  he  and 
his  wife  Helen  (left)  lost  their  home  in  Southern  California's 
wildfires.  (BP  photo  by  Morris  Abernathy) 


leaned  my  youngest  son  and  church  pianist.  "I  woke  up  that  ful  he  is  to  God.  "We  know  that  _ 

he  haH  a  team  of  people  over  by  5  day  to  get  ready  for  churcn  and  all  things  work  together  for 

a.m.  to  load  up  trucks  and  get  me  played  the  piano.  Bob's  worst  good,"  he  told  the  congregation. 

out  of  diere,  said  Helen,  who  fears  were  told  to  him  on  'God  is  a  wonderful  God.  I  J 

had  lived  in  the  house  on  tiiree  Monday  morning  when  his  assure  you  we'll  do  just  fine." 

acres  for  12  years.  In  five  hours,  plane  landed."  With  die  wildfires  now  con- 

the  entire  valley  was  destroyed.  Winterton  lost  all  1,140  vol-  tained.  Baptist  churches  are  missions  for  the  San  Fernando 
After  the  devastation,  her'  umes  in  his  library,  including  bandiiig  tc^edier  for  the  cleanup  Association  whe^e  the  Santa 
daughter  first  returned  to  the  commentaries  that  Ccuinot  be  phase  ana  in  other  ministiy  Clarita  fires  hit,  is  sending 

house  and  could  hear  a  gas  and  replaced.  "Those  are  the  only  efforts.  "As  early  as  Monday  we'll  volunteers  to  help  in  San 

electric  worker  yell  to  someone  to  thmgs  that  I  wish  we  could've  send  out  cleanup  crews  who  will  Bernardino, 

call  the  coroner's  office  because  sav^.  Everything  else  can  be  helppeople  sift  mrough  die  ashes  "Although  we've  had  fires,  all 
they  had  found  two  bodies  in  the  bought  agam.  I'm  amazed  at  loolang  for  jewelry  and  odier  our  churches  are  in  good  shape," 
rubble  by  the  home.  Helen  was  what  they  did  get  out,"  he  said,  valuables,"  said  Paul  Wilkerson,  Nguyan  reported.  'The  firemen 
able  to  visit  die  site  on  Friday,  Helen  and  ner  son's  crew  director  of  missions  for  Inland  really  protected  our  homes  here 
Oct.  31.  "I  am  so  diankful  for  were  able  to  save  most  of  Bc^'s  Assodatirm  where  nearly  and  there  is  no  need  for  help." 

thffie  kids  who  he^ied  me  out  clodies  and  half  of  her  clothes,  l,0(to  homes  were  destroyed  by  Many  of  his  churches'  mem- 
We  were  able  to  get  out  in  time."  some  jewelry  and  china  from  the  San  Bernardino  wildfire,  bers,  however,  want  to  help 

The  V^fintertons,  who  started  Bob's  great-grandmother.  The  called  die  Old  Fire.  the  San  Bernardino  victims. 

Trinity  Church  in  1969,  have  couple  is  now  being  housed  in  a  The  182-member  association  "We're  referring  people  who 
four  childien,  17  grandchildren,  sm^  one-bedroom  apartment  continues  to  send  volunteers  W2mt  to  help  to  Don  Hargis," 
and  15  great-grandchildren.  until  they  can  find  a  place  to  rent  from  the  local  Southern  Baptist  Nguyan  said.  "He  will  send 
"Our home  was  a  great  place  "The  most  important  thing  churches  to  staff  a  portable  show-  them  to  areas  of  need." 

for  the  family,"  said  Helen  of  is  my  relationship  with  the  er  unit  and  prep^  and  serve  Hargis,  the  California 

the  3,0()0-square-foot  home  Lord,"  Helen  reflected.  "With  meals  througjn  a  mobile  kitchen  Southern  Baptist  Conven- 
once  surrounded  by .  tall  Him  we  realize  these  are  just  unit  at  the  San  Bernardino  tion's  men's  director  and  dis- 
sycamore  trees  with  hanging  things.  We're  grateful  nobody  Ai^rt  evacuation  site.  aster  relief  head,  has  been  in 

tue  swings.  "We  will  miss  tnat.^  has  oeen  hurt  in  our  family  'The  late-October  wildfires  the  lead  role  for  coordinating 

burned  about  750,000  acres  in  emergency  efforts  for 
five  Southern  California  coun-  Southern  California  churches 
destroying  more  dian  3,6(X)  affected  hy  the 
homes.  TTie  nres  ten^rarily  In  San  Diego  County,  Hargis 
displaced  about  80,00()  people  bring  in  Baptist 

but  many  of  those  have  Builders  to  help  rebuild  homes 
to  communities  completely 

hoods  to  assess  die  damage  to  destroyed  hy  the  fires, 
their  homes  after  "Mirny  of  the  residents  didn't 

orders  were  lifted,  according  to  have  insurance,"  Haigis  said. 
Associated  Press  (AP)  reports.  "W^  want  to  help  them  rebuild." 
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President  Bill  Clinton's  rebuke  of  the  U.S.  Justice  Department's  new 
definition  of  child  pornography  is  on  target  but  his  call  for  new  legisla¬ 
tion  is  not,  say  critics  of  Attorney  General  Janet  Reno's  latest  statements. 


Proclaiming  Christ's  church  was  not  created  as  a  "two-party  sys¬ 
tem"  which  elevates  clergy  over  laity,  participants  in  the  11th  annual 
lay  renewal  conference  explore  the  biblical  meanings  of  ministry  and 
how  people  in  the  pew  should  minister. 


Ihistees  of  Mississippi  Woman's  College  in  Hattiesburg  recommend  to  die 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  that  they  be  authorized  to  set  up  a  coeduca¬ 
tional  program,  change  the  school's  name,  and  amend  die  school's  duuler. 
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Change 

Some  time  ago,  I  was  visiting 
in  one  of  our  cnuirhes  emd  was 
walking  around  the  facilities 
speaking  to  people  and  observ¬ 
ing  activities  that  were  going 
'on.  I  came  to  the  preschool  area 
where  the  toddlers  and  bed 
babies  were  and  they  had  the 
entryway  into  that  area  fixed  so 
nicely.  It  was  inviting  and 
appealin^or  both  children  and 
parents.  iT\e  sign  at  the  entry¬ 
way  especially  caught  my 
attention.  The  sign  said,  '"The 
Only  Place  Where  Change  is 
Welcome."  I,  along  with  any¬ 
one  who  would  come  that  way, 
would  have  to  pause  and  smile, 
for  basically  none  of  us  are 
geared  up  to  welcome  change. 

Recenfly,  I  was  speaking  at  a 
meeting  in  Leake  County  and  I 
heard  their  Assoaational 
Missions  Director,  Joe  Abel,  make 
an  insi^tful  and  accurate  com¬ 
ment.  m  said  that  there  are  two 
thirty  diat  Baptists  just  cannot 
stand:  1)  change,  and  2)  die  same 
thing.  Probably,  more  dian 
we  wouM  want  to  adimit,  diat  not 
only  is  true,  but  it  is  true  of  me 
and  you!  The  fact  is,  change  is 
inevitable!  It  takes  place  whemer 
we  like  it  or  not,  wheher  we  do 
somehing  or  not,  and  whether 
we  adjust  to  it  or  ncit  —  change  is 
go^  to  continue! 

They  used  to  say  hat  the  only 
time  you  would  stop  changing  is 
when  you  came  to  tiie  cemet^, 
but  tiiat  is  not  true.  Change  even 


ccwitinues  here. 
The  landscape 
changes,  he 
temperature 
cmd  humidity 
changes,  and 
the  gradual  loss 
of  the  person  in 
the  caisket  con- 
t  i  n  u  a  1  1  y 


have  to  face  change.  The  way 
you  and  I  adjust  to  change,  de^ 
wih  it,  resist  it,  embrace  it,  or 
determine  it,  m^es  a  difference 
in  us  and  in  our  world. 

Since  change  is  coming  down 
the  road  like  a  fiei^t  train  and 
is  not  going  to  back  up,  what  is 
he  best  way  to  go  about  dealing 
wih  it?  1  suppose  it's  that  fea¬ 
ture  about  cnange  that  distin¬ 
guishes  whether  p>eople  live 
wih  a  sense  of  harmony  as 
change  comes,  or  live  irritated, 
aggravated,  and  generally  out 
ork>rts  about  ch^ge.  me 
suggest  four  possibilities  of 
dewng  wih  change: 

1.  Ftght — I  have  known  folks 
who  spent  the  majority  of  tfieir 
wakiiw  time  just  watching  for 
sometmig  to  diange  by  one  cen¬ 
timeter  so  tiiey  could  raise  cain! 
It's  not  that  they  are  against  the 
Lord,  against  doing  good  tiungs, 
having  a  vision,  or  enlarging  ^ 
Kingdom  —  it's  just  ti^t  they 
doat  want  change!  Instead, 
they  sit  wih  fists  oenched,  jaws 
tight,  and  eyes  tocused  to  find 
the  next  battlegrcnmd  against 


T)irectrmns 


Jim  Futral,  executive  director-treasurer 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board 


change.  It  really  doesn't  matter 
what,  where,  or  when  —  tiiey 
are  ready  to  fi^t! 

2.  Itwite  — -My  time  or  space 
will  not  permit,  but  I  would  have 
to  caution  that  this  approach  to 
change  can  be  as  harmful  as 
hose  who  only  fight.  For  you 
see,  change  is  not  simays  bad  nor 
is  it  always  good.  At  -  times, 
change  can  be  Ixih  and  neither. 
It  is  not  a  wise  thing  to  spend  all 
of  your  time  inviting  cfumge. 

3.  Recite  —  I  mean  by  this 
tiiat  we  ou^t  to  spencT  time 
looking  at  change,  need  to 
look  at  now  change  wiU  aff^  us 
and  those  around  us,  tiie  l(mg- 
term  significance,  and  how  it 
will  afiect  the  future.  If  change 
is  only  seen  in  tiie  momentary 
(How  does  it  aff^  me  ri^t 
now?),  it  is  probable  tiiat  we 
would  still  be  driving  on  small 
little  gravel  roads.  You  see,  none 
of  us  like  the  orange  barrels  on 
tiie  road  and  it  seems  like  when 
they  begin  to  expiand  a  road  or 
improve  the  driving  surface,  it 
tal^  forever!  Yet,  if  we  stop 
think  it  through,  we  would  be 


\  to  "Point  B"  by 

being  disrupted 
^  just  for  a  little 

2/  I  IS  while. 

^  If,  in  he 

chunh,  we  could 

■  -  all  live  in  a  fellow- 

treasurer  sou^t 

m  Board  to  imderstand 
=as:^^^^=how  God  could 
be  leading  in  His  Kingdom  work 
to  make  a  difference,  we  could 
recite  he  circumstances,  he  dis¬ 
ruptions,  and  hen  the  blessings 
and  ben^ts  that  could  be  ours  if 
we  were  willing  to  change. 

I  know  in  terms  of  today's 
world  it  soimds  silly,  but  I  have 
known  folks  who  were  deter¬ 
mined  hey  would  not  have 
indoor  plumbing  at  tiieir  church. 
They  would  fight  to  the  deah  to 
keep  from  having  a  kitchen  in 
tiieu  church.  Oth^  were  dead 
set  against  having  any  kind  of 
recreation  progr^  or  family  life 
building  in  their  church.  Then 
there  are  some  who  have  been 
opposed  to  having  choir  robes 
and  others  upset  Because  ti^ere 
were  no  d\oir  robes. 

To  recite  is  to  stop  and  con¬ 
template,  think  it  through,  and 
then  see  that  it  is  not  necessari¬ 
ly  harmful  and  it  may  even  be 
helpful  —  so  change! 

4.  Ignite  —  This  is  to  come  to 
the  understanding  tiiat  God  is 
leading  His  pe(»k  to  do  a  new 
thing,  to  accomplish  a  new  task, 
to  move  into  a  new  arena,  to  pro- 

f-.  _ _ _ _ X- 


well  served  to  make  an  improve-  vide  a  new  ministry,  to  glorify 
ment  on  getting  fiom  "Pomt  A"  Jesus  in  a  new  way,  and  because 


God  has  touched  it,  let  the 
change  begin!  Ignite  the  change 
with  a  spark  from  Heaven.  Let 
the  fires  of  God  blaze  among  us! 

When  God  touched  His 
fledgling  church  with  the 

Power  of  the  Holy  Spirit  at 
entecost,  unusual  things  hap¬ 
pened  all  aroimd  that  event  - 
sounds,  fire,  and  speech  so  that 
they  could  understand  who 
Jesus  was.  Yet,  many  of  the 
people  who  were  around  cuid 
observing  were  trying  to  figure 
out  and  anaWze  what  tiiis  was 
all  about.  Well,  what  it  was 
about  was  that  God  was  ignit¬ 
ing  His  people  for  Kingdom 
growth!  Some  of  the  evalua¬ 
tions  that  came  in  simply 
expressed,  "I  think  these  people 
are  drunk!"  Otiiers  saia,  "We 
don't  know  what  is  going  on!" 
God  knew  what  wcis  gomg  on 
and  some  of  His  people  were  so 
surrendered,  so  m  tune,  and  so 
in  touch  with  Hiih  that  in  a 
moment  they  had  their  lives 
ignited  by  the  presence  of  God! 

From  Scripture,  from  church 
history,  and  from  the  reality  of 
life  today,  the  people  who  make 
a  difference  for  the  Kingdom  of 
God  are  always  people  who  are 
not  frightened  by  change,  do 
not  just  fight  change,  and  do 
not  necessarily  just  invite 
change.  Instead,  they  igrute 
change  as  God  uses  them! 

May  tiiere  be  a  sign  over  tite 
door,  of  the  entiy  way  of  our 
hearts  tiiat  reads,  "A  pl^  where 
change  from  God  is  welcome." 


RAISING  THE  ROOF  — 
Volunteers  prepare  to  install  a 
new  metal  roof  on  the  aban¬ 
doned  building  in  Mt.  Olive 
that  will  soon  house  the  wor¬ 
shippers  of  Mt.  Olive 
Ministries.  Ridgecrest  Church, 
Madison,  has  joined  with 
groups  from  across  the  nation 
to  make  the  church's  new 
home  a  reality.  (BR  special 
photo  by  Stuart  Kellogg) 


Novemher  13, 2003 


The  BapttstRkxird 


dream 


By  Stuart  Kellogg,  me 

Ridgecrest  ChurcnTMadi 


member 


At  Ridgecrest  Church,  Madison,  every 
member  has  been  challenged  to  take  part 
in  at  least  one  mission  proj^  by  the  end  of 
2004.  No  project  typifies  tnis  growing  con- 

gregation's 
outreach  more 
than  the  work 
going  on  just 
an  hour  south 
the  church 
in  Mt.  Olive. 

Measuring, 
sawing,  and 
hammering 
were  going  on 
within  the 
abandoned 
cinderblock 
of  a  for¬ 
mer  Dodge 
dealership  m 
Mt.  Olive  as 
the  ther- 
m  o  m  e  t  e  r 
reached  the  low  90s  this  past  summer.  A 
few  big  fans  stirred  the  humid  air  as  vol¬ 
unteers  from  Ridgecrest  Church  sweated 
to  make  one  man’s  vision  a  reality. 

Tony  C.  EXickworth  grew  up  in  Mt. 
Olive.  On  a  Wednesday  night  almost  two 
decades  ago  he  accepted  Christ  as  his 
personal  ^vior,  and  was  called  to  the 
ministry  shortly  after  graduating  from 
Mt.  Oilve  High  School  in  1987.  He's 
scheduled  to  graduate  from  Southeast 
Baptist  College  m  Laurel  next  May  with  a 
major  in  Bible  and  a  minor  in  business. 
It's  taken  about  a  dozen  years  to  com¬ 
plete  the  degree,  and  in  the  meantime  a 
miiustry  was  bom  and  a  vision  launched. 


Mt.  Olive  Ministries.  He  caught  the  vision 
and  shared  it  witii  the  staff  at  Ridgecrest 
Chuidt.  The  project  fit  in  with  Senior  Pastor 
Phil  Walker's  challenge  that  every  one  of  the 
2,700  church  members  to  go  on  a  mission 
tripduririg  tire i>ext  two  years. 

^e  mission  focus  meant  a  great 
challenge  for  James  Ellington,  a 
Madison  County  homebuilder  and 
head  of  the  church's  Board  of 
IXacons.  "We  were  looking  for  a 
project  for  the  deacons.  I  came 
down  in  March  and  it  just  came  to 
me  —  we  can  do  this!" 

Canton  ardhitect  Joseph  Qrr  hop- 
jnrth  ^  ^  motorcycle  and  traveled 

to  Mt  Olive.  Ellington  recalled  Orr's 
reaction:  "He  saw  it  as  a  reoirtii  of  the  build- 
ine,  a  rebirtir  of  tiie  community,  and  a  rebirtii 


Duckworth  established  Mt.  Olive  Mt  Olive  Ministries.  He  caught  the  vision 
Ministries,  which  eventually  moved  into  a  and  shared  it  witfi  tiie  staff  at  Ridgecrest 
small  abandoned  gas  station.  The  refur-  Church.  The  project  fit  in  with  SeniorPastor 
bished  building  now  irududes  a  nursery  Phil  Walker's  challenge  tiuit  every  cme  of  the 
school,  after-stfiool  programs,  leadership  2,700  church  members  to  go  cm  a  mission 

development  for  at-risk  children,  - - - - - 

and  family  development  programs 
to  help  strengthen  tiie  home.  Pre- 
maritiu  covinseling  is  also  provided. 

Ihe  fcxrus,  however,  is  on  the 
young  and  includes  lots  of  basic 
instruction,  specifically  phonics. 

"My  two  chilciren  learnM  phonics 
early  cmd  they're  'A'  students.  The 
children  who  don't  leam  phonics 

fail.  It's  pretty  obvious  that  clul-  Duckworth  pea  ^  nis  motorcycle  ana  traveiea 

dien  need  the  basics  to  succeed  in  to  Mt  Olive.  Ellington  recalled  Orr's 

s^cx)l,"  Duckworth  said.  reaction:  "He  saw  it  as  a  rebirtii  of  the  build- 

Mt  Olive  Ministries  now  touches  500  ii^  a  rebirth  of  tiie  ccmimunity,  and  a  rebirth 
people  a  year,  but  it  was  clear  that  some-  of^  lives  tiiat  were  saved  jurt  like  Temy's." 
thing  was  missing.  The  teenagers  saved  by  A  number  of  Christian  groups  from 
Chrwt  weren’t  wwcome  in  area  churches.  across  the  nation  have  pitched  m  along 
"These  were  bad  kids  —  stealing,  doing  with  Ridgecrest  Church  to  move  the  pro¬ 
drugs,  involved  in  gangs.  They  accepted  .  ject  toward  completion. 

Chnst  and  were  changed  prople,  but  they  It  took  about  $20,000  to  buy  the  land  and 

needed  a  church.  In  1^8  Goa  revealed  to  building.  Duckworth  is  giving  up  his 
me  to  start  a  church  for  these  changed  $2,000  a  month  salary  until  me  debt  is  paid 
lives.  He  wanted  a  diiorch  where  He  was  off.  FJow  will  he  support  his  family?  ^e 
the  focus  point,"  Duckworth  said.  Lord  will  provide,"  he  said. 

Services  started  in  JanuEuy  1999  with  five  On  the  ^turday  before  Labor  Day  2003, 
people  in  tiie  cramp^  ministries  building.  EXickworth’s  vision  was  coming  into  focus. 
Soon  family  members  and  even  churchgoers  The  boards  were  hammered  mto  famed 
dissatisfied  witii  tiieir  church  homes  joined  wails  and  nailed  into  the  concrete  floor, 
those  saved  from  the  street.  Too  many  p^  Classrooms,  meeting  rooms,  and  a  tempo- 

Ele  were  cemfusing  Mt.  Olive  Ministries  with  raiy  sanctuary  will  soon  come  to  life. 

It.  Olive  Community  Church.  It  was  time  "The  Lord  has  impressed  upon  us  that 
to  move,  and  toudi  more  lives.  there  is  an  u^ency  to  do  this,"  Walker  said. 

Duckworth  and  his  team  looked  for  prop-  "He  is  moving  around  the  globe  to  bring 
erty  and  settled  on  the  long-abandc«ied  car  revival,  and  we  don't  want  to  miss  one 


me  to  start  a  church  for  these  changed 
lives.  He  wanted  a  church  where  He  was 
the  focus  point,"  Duckworth  said. 

Services  started  in  Januauy  1999  with  five 


m  family  members  and  even  churchgoers 
iatisfiea  witii  tiieir  church  homes  joined 


dissatisfied  witii  tiieir  church  homes  joined  wails  and  nailed  into  the  concrete  floor, 
those  saved  from  the  street.  Too  many  p^  Classrooms,  meeting  rooms,  and  a  tempo- 

Ele  were  cemfusing  Mt.  Olive  Ministries  with  raiy  sanctuary  will  soon  come  to  life. 

It.  Olive  Community  Church.  It  was  time  "The  Lord  has  impressed  upon  us  that 
to  move,  and  toudi  more  lives.  there  is  an  u^ency  to  do  this,"  Walker  said. 

Duckworth  and  his  team  looked  for  prop-  "He  is  moving  around  the  globe  to  bring 
erty  and  settled  on  the  long-abandcmed  car  revival,  and  we  don't  want  to  miss  one 
dealership.  A  plan  to  refurbi^  tiie  property  opportunity  that  He  lays  before  us." 
was  put  in  place  at  a  cost  of  about  ^,000.  For  more  information  on  the  project,  con- 

Ridgecrest  Church  member  Lutiier  Lee  is  tact  Stacy  Andrews  at  Ridgecrest  Church, 
the  voumteer  certified  public  accountant  for  (601)  853-1090.  E-mail:  sandrewsQrcbc.oig. 


Matthciv  10:27  NAS 


What  I  tell  you  in  the  darkness,  s^ak  in  the  light:  and  what 


our  ear,  proclaim  upon  the 


November  1 3,  2003 


HouseTops  is  a  Baptist  Record  supplement  produced  by  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board's  Communication  Services. 


Reserve  your  copy  today!  ■ 

A  history  book  detailing  the  milestones  of  Mississippi 
Woman's  Missionary  Union  over  the  last  25  years 
compiled  by  Sharon  Neff.  Plus  ...  you  will  get  the  pre¬ 
vious  books.  Hearts  the  Lord  Opened  by  Edwina 
Robinson  (1878-1953)  and  Covered  Foundations  by 
Mar  jean  Patterson  (the  first  century  of  Mississippi 
WMU)  bound  together  for  the  first  time.  Embracing 
Cod's  Plan  will  be  available  for  the  first  time  at  the 
Annual  Missions  Celebration,  Oct.  8-9,  2004,  at 
'  Emmanuel  Baptist  Church,  Grenada. 

Purchase  copies  for: 

•  The  church  library 

•  Your  WMU  director 

•  The  pastor 

•  Associational  office 

•  Yourself 

Books  may  be  prepurchased  from  Mississippi  WMU  for  $20. 
The  cost  after  August  1,  2004,  will  be  $25. 


Registration  Form 

Name  of  church -  - 

Name  of  orchestra  director/participant _ _ _ 

The  number  of  participants  _ =. - 

Ahng  with  tbisfarm,  please  enclose  aUtt  of particpants' names,  the  instrument  that  they  play  and  which  part  they  / 
preJertopUty.  This  is  to  ensure  that  arr^  music  will  be  available  the  day  the  rehearsal.  MBSO  members,  please  f 
check  with  your  minister  cf  music.  If  he/she  has  mailed  this  form,  you  do  not  need  to  send  a  duplicate  registration.  \a 

Registration  Deadline  December  12,  2003  /A 

Send  registration  to:  Church  Music  Department  •  MBSO  •  P.O.  Box  530  •  Jackson,  MS  39205-0530 

‘Sharing  the  Song  of  Jesus" 


Reserve  your  video  today! 

For  the  first  time,  a  video  with  some  of  the 
history  of  Mississippi  Women's  Missionary 
Union  will  be  available  for  your  missions  edu¬ 
cation  and  promotion.  The  video  is  a  concise 
story  of  WMU  now  and  then ...  how  it  began 
in  Mississippi,  through  the  changes  and  bring¬ 
ing  you  into  the  present  WMU.  The  historical 


videos  will  be  ready  January  2004,  and  we 
will  have  them  for  sale  at  state  training  events 
like  A.L.T.  and  C.L.T.,  as  well  as,  the  Annual 
Missions  Celebradon,  Oct  8-9,  at  Emmanuel 
Baptist  Church,  Grenada. 

Purchase  copies  for: 

•  The  church  library  •  Associational  office 

•  Your  WMU  director  •  Yourself 
Videos  may  be  prepurchased  from  Mississippi 
WMU  for  $15. 


Please  reserve _ copydes)  of  Historv  of  WMU  video 

Name _ 

Daytime  phone _ 

Address  _ 

City _ State _ Zip _ 

_ ^Check  payable  to  MBCB-WMU  enclosed  - 1  will  pick  up 

at  A.L.T.-  (May)  -  Cl.T.  (August)  Annual  -  Missions 
Celebration  at  Emmanuel  BC,  Grenada,  Oct  8-9. 

_ Check  payable  to  MBCB-WMU  enclosed  - 

Please  mail  to;  WMU  -  History,  PO  Box  530,  Jackson 
MS  39205-0530 


Thank  you  for  your  willingness  to  use  your  gift^  in  the  Lord’s  service! 


I  Please  reserve _ copydes)  of  Enlacing  Cod's  Plan 

j  Name _ _ _ _ 

j  Daytime  phone _ ; _ 

J  Address  _ _ 

I  City _ State _ Zip _ 

j  _ ^Check  payable  to  MBCB-WMU  enclosed  -  I  will  pick 

I  up  at  Annual  Missions  Celebration  at  Emmanuel 
j  Baptist  Church,  Grenada,  Oct  8-9. 

I  _ ^Check  payable  to  MBCB-WMU  enclosed  -  Please  mail 

j  to  the  address  below 

i  MAIL  THIS  REQUEST  TO: 

I  WMU  -  History,  PO  Box  530 

Jackson  MS  39205-0530 


Take  55  North;  take  the 
Madison  exit  to  Hwy.  463 
turning  west  Hwy.  463  tmd 
Highland  Colony  Parkway 
intersect  Turn  left  onto 
H^bland  Colony  Parkwt^. 
Address  is  1417  Highland 
Cokn^  Parkwi^,  Madistm. 


David  Young 
Instrumental  Consultant 

Church  Music  Department 
MBCB 


AREA 

KEYBOARD 

FESTIVALS 

2004 


Thursday,  January  29, 2004  -  630  -  830  p.m. 

Harrisburg  BC,  Tupelo,  4675  Cliff  Gookin  Blvd. 

(All  Categories) 

Fairview  BC,  Ccdumbus,  127  Airiine  Rd. 
(All'Categories) 

FBC,  Clinton,  100  E.  College  St 
(Categories  1,  lA  only) 

High^  BC,  Meridian,  3400  27th  St 
(All  Categories) 

FBC,  McComb,  1700  Delaware  Ave. 

(All  Categories) 

l^^Diam  Carey  Cdlege,  Hattieabuig,  489  Tuscan  Ave 
(All  Categories) 

FBC,  Laurel,  606  W.  Fifdi  Street 
(All  Categories) 

Friday,  January  30, 2004  -  630  -  8:30  p.nu 

Hernando  BC,  Hernando,  11 E.  Center  St. 

(All  Categories) 

Crossgates  BC,  Bnndon,  8  Crosswocxls  Rd. 
(Cateses  n,  HA,  m,  IV  only) 

FBC,  Biloxi,  1560  Popps  Ferry  Road 
(All  Categories) 

Saturday,  January  31, 2004  ~  900  ojn.  -  noon 

-  Emmanud  BC,  Grenada,  245  Meadow  Broc^  Rd. 

(AH  Categexies) 

Nord\  Greenwood  BC,  Greanwexxi,  615  Grand  Bhrd. 
(All  Categories) 

Aha  Woods  BC,)ackson»  168  Colonial  Dr. 

■  (Cat^dsi  H  HA,  m  IV  on^) 


LEA.DER 

PHONE 

"  Diane  Smith 

C-662-842-6917 

Slater  Murphy 

C-662-328-2924 

Beverly  Cdeman 
Bill  Bacon 

C-601-924-6716 

June  WilUams 

C-601-482-0191 

Diann  Greer 

C-601-684-2971 

Kathy  Vail 

H-601'264'7443 

Joy  Hughlett 

C-601-649-5710 

Jimmy  Litde 

Barry  Tweedy 

C-662-421-6361 

Tommy  Creel 

C601-825-2562 

LeonBedsole 

C-228-396-8500 

1 

Barry  WoneU 

C-662-226^16 

Patiidy  Ethridge 

C-662-453-2801 

W]mdy  South  ' 

H-601-957-3615 

THE  SUIT  PROJECT 

Mississippi  Baptists  say  ^Merry  Christmas"  to  pastors  in  the 
Alaska^  Hawaii^  and  Iowa  Conventions. 

What  is  it? 

For  over  39  years  Mississippi  Baptists  have  enjoyed  sending  new  suits 
to  the  pastors  in  new  work  areas.  This  is  our  way  of  letting  the  pastors 
in  these  areas  of  Southern  Baptist  life  know  that  we  care  about  and 
support  them  in  their  work. 

What  can  you  do? 

Men's  Ministry,  RA,  and  WMU  groups,  individuals,  churches,  etc.,  can  send 
their  gifts  payable  to: 

For  more  info,  contact  the 

Mississippi  Baptist  .  Men's  Ministry  Department 

Convention  Board 

Attention:  Men's  Ministry  Department 
RO.  Box  530 
jacksorv  MS  3920S0530 

Cost:  $1 30  per  suit 
Designate  on  your  check:  Suit  Project 


1  -800-748- 1651  or  601 -292-3335 


SPECIAL  MINISTRY  FOR  THE 
PASTORS' WIVES 
If  fiMids  are  available;  we  will  send 
clothing  gift  (grtificales  for  the  wives. 


Mississippi  Womans  Missionary  Union 
Womens  Track  -  State  Evangelism  Conference 


To^ward  a 


Gary  Chi^man  is  a  counselor,  popular  speaker  and  author  of  The 
Five  Love  Languages  ^eri^  of  boplsr  Toward  a  Growing  Marriage 
is  designed  to  stimulate  strong,  h^lthy  marriages  >  the  founda¬ 
tions  of  s^Ong,  growing  churchcs^end  reaching  others  for  Christ. 


Jafiuary  10,  2004 

Heights  BC/Lourel 

•  i 

% 

A  personal  invitation  from 
>Oary  Chapman 


Why  should  you  attend  a  marriage  seminar?  First,  to  keep 
you  own  marriage  growing.  Marriages  either  get  better  or 
they  get  worse.  They  riever  stand  stiil.  Most  people  prefer  a 
growing  marriage.  Secondiy,  to  equip  you  to  minister  to 
other  couples  who  turn  to  you  for  help.  In  the  church  and 
in  the  work  place,  people  turn  to  friends  long  before  they 
go  to  a  counselor.  Toward  a  Crowing  Marriage  seminars 
wili  give  you  insights  on  how  to  help.  Personally,  I  have  a 
third  objective:  i  want  to  share  a  vision  for  starting  or  devel¬ 
oping  marriage  enrichment  in  your  church,  i  beiieve  that 
biblically  based  marriage  enrichment  is  the  key  to  saving  t 
thousands  of  marriages.. 


Tell  Your  Story 

Jesus  said,  ^i  am  the  road,  also  the  truth,  also  the  life.  No  one  gets 
to  the  Father  apart  from  me."  The  Message,,  John  14:6 

MISSISSIPPI  STATE  EVANGELISM  CONFERENCE 
One  State  Evangelism  Conference  with  Two  Tracks 
Country  Woods  Baptist  Church,  Byram 
Monday  and  Tuesday,  January  26-27, 2004 

The  Mississippi  WMU  Visionary  Team  and  the  host  church  will  welcome  you. 

1:30  p.m.  Monday,  Women^s  Track  m  the  Fellowship  Hall 

Come  to  the  Party!  i 

designed  especially  for  ministers'  spouses 
Laura  Leathers,  Teatime  Treasures 
Praise  and  Worship  Music  by 
Mandisa  Hundley,  vocalist  for  Beth  Moore's  Praise  Team 

3  p.m.  Monday,  Women's  Track  in  the  Fellowship  Hall 

Parties  with  a  Purpose 
Page  Hughes,  Anchor  De^  Ministries 
Music  -  Mandisa  Hundley 

Testimony:  How  We  Lived  While  Dying  -  'Wilda  Fancher 

Prayer  Time 

Sp.m.  Dinner  break  on  your  own 
6:30  pan.  Monday  Evening  Session 

All  together  for  the  State  Evangelism  Conference  in  the  Worship  Center 

9  ajn.  Tuesday,  Women's  Track  in  the  Fellowship  Hall 

Testimony:  Cod's  Unconditional  Love  -  Corinne  Cillentine 
Music  -  Mandisa  Hundley 
Unveiled  to  Victory 
Page  Hughes 
Prayer  Time 

11:30  ajn.  Lunch  break  on  your  own 

1:30  p.m.  Women's  Track  in  the  Fellowship  Hall 

Testinnony:  My  Passion  -  Cyndl  Grace 
Prayer  Time 

Music  -  Mandisa  Hundley 
Tell  Your  Story 
Page  Hughes 


Closing  commitment  music  by  Mandisa  Hundley 


■Pi^  Mandisa  Laura 

Hughes  Hundley  Leathers 


Wilda  Corinne  Cyndi 

Fancher  Cillentine  Grace 


For  more  info:  Call  Miss.  WMU  at  1-800-748-1651  or  601-292-3319 


P'i^  loA,...  November  1 4  -  December  4,  2003 


Prayer  Ministry  Office  •  RO.  Box  530  •  Jackson,  MS  39205-0530  •  Phone  (601)  292-3304  •  Mississippi  PrayerLine  1  (800)  787-7729  (PRAY) 

'T^'I  Cyf  -  "'Tracer  is  about  a  rela- 

tiortshiff  of  krtoWCfi^,  Lox^lrt^.  artb  foUoWin^  Qoh  our  "Tather  arib  Jesus  our 
£ori>  b^  the  poWer  artb  Wlsiom  of  4iCs  4iol^  dpirit." 

gcyv'5  'WAr-  n^cck  shepheri 


for,  (1)  Mmoih  MobiKzalion 
Cetcbnrtion  Banquet,  FBC, 
)adaoivB-9pjn.(MMOB);(2) 
RkhanlSalL  Floraice>  S.^  is 
i  liW  rntnaamf  nfc#»pl»in  frir 

dieFloicnoH 


S.CUW 


Division, 


Hi^moy  Patrol,  and  FBI.  Pray 
for  RidM  as  he  ministers  to 
the  ottcen  and  staff  of  these 


For.  (1)  Missions  Mobilization 
ConfaWe,  Baptist  Building 
ladoon,  7:30  ajn.  •  noon 
(MMOB);  (2J  Please  pray  today 


and  western  Asia). 


Boon  and  pouring  concrete,  a 
recent  volunteer  team  in 
Bulgaria  managed  to  preach 
three  to  fom  sergtngi  each 

tottielSwcp^U^pdrmfo 
Ihe  orpharo^.  nif  that  many 
wfl  be  drawn  to  the  Father  as  a 
result  of  this  dhplay  of  love. 


Prime  Minister  Mahathir  wi  be 
stepphg  down  from  his  position 
aHere  22-year  rein  As  Malaysia 
moves  tonrard  poilical  change, 
pray  far  a  sraamfoMijlion.  Pray 
tor  a  new  iniMiaiM  vdio 
would  woqpwecgdfcy  toward 
reByousWWW^IlWm  one  could 
hearaboulandaccepiChristwilh- 
out  fear  of  legal  repercussions. 


Pray  for  the  Communist  Party 
United  Front  Wori 
Department  personnel,  who 
control  religKws  affairs,  to  see 
the  benefit  jig|lovvipg  religious 
freedom  maULIHbans  in 


AAmt  4iII  ilaw  rJ  wiemimm  rmd 


Ask  God  to  open  Muslim  eyes 
to  the  bMkal  truth  of  Isaiah 
64:4  that  al  people  are  sinnen 
whose  righteous  acts  are  Hie 
filthy  gamiei^to  nuBifoly 
Gm  tHShey^H  hear 
and  receive  tMGoH  News 
that  lesus  Qirih  haAecome 
our  rMiteousness  throurt  His 
holy  life  and  sacrificial  death. 


As  al  of  the  radio  fre(|uenci« 
have  already  been  ass^ied  in 
the  Loja  Province  of  Eaiador, 

a^  Please  pray  for  the  final  . 
fends  needed  and  that  the  pur¬ 
chase  of  the  station  can  be  made. 


Pray  for  the  children  of  hwi^. 
Ma^  live  on  the  streets  and 
are  in  need  of  the  basic  neces¬ 
sities  of  life.lm|n  n^  so,  they 
are  in  needCfy^ye.  Pray 

in  meeting  nelnAd(,  a^  ask 
that  He  vrouM  send  laborers  to 
be  Hb  hands  and  Hb  feet  to 
these  precious  ones. 


-Pray  that 
win  give 
they  have 
God 


T^Cupple^ofSwanse^ 
III,  B  dnector  of  masions  with 
the  Metrofast  Associirtion. 
Pray  for  bumcafigHil  pastors 
toleadthrstSliSlkhesin 


for  the  financial  needs  of  the 
Christian  Activity  Center  in  St 
Loub. 


Pray  that  the  North  Brazil  and 
Onbtian  Education  Seminaries 
wH  develop  leaders  with  a  pas- 

ludize  their  evangelistic  methods 
to  reach  thb  98  percent 
unreached  people. 


housing  Pray  for  God  to  move  in 
the  mnt  of  these  communities 
and  draw  them  unto  Himself. 


German-Brazifians  five  in  three 
southern  slates  of  Brazil:  Rio 
Grande  do  Sd,  Santa  Catarina, 
and  Parana.  They  nuke  up  one- 
third  to  on^nR  aMh|tol3dpop- 
idation  thefOMmls  miMm 
CcrmanBiaziftm  nlWGiande  do 
Sii  only  J  penent  Vravistiam. 
Pr^  for  T  who  has  a  passion  to 
planl  house  churches  among  them. 


The  Philippine  National 
Collegiate  Team  b  in  need  of 
journeymen  and  ISC  workers. 
Pray  for  worken  to  hear  the 
cal  of  God  t|joiB4li|m.  To 
reach  morMBidii||Jhey  need 
to  set  up  mom  c^m  dM  to 
the  canipusej  It  nMf ofterv  so 
it  b  haro  to  have  consistent  db- 
dpleship  outdoors. 


Pray  for  two  new  chronologi¬ 
cal  BMe  storying  poups  tlut 
have  formed  amot^  the  Asian 
InduiB  of  East  Afri^  Both 
jpoups  havahqliiyynd  non- 
befiewers  itr^mianA  Pray 
for  each  pgTOtM^  in  hb 


Derek  Spain  (Kim)  of  Lake 
Pladd,  N.Y.,  b  the  pastor  of 
Lake  Placid  Baptist  Church  and 


For  (1)  Season  of  Prayer  for 
International  MbsiocB  &  Lottie 
Moon  Christmas  Offering,  30dr 
■Dec  7  (WMBb  to  the 


to  fs  to  a  MMC^^jpCMaumm 

next  year.  TnSe  poups  are  very 
importani,  as  thm  hM  not 
been  ^oups  to  work  with  the 
Refege  Team  in  many  years. 


The  mondi  of  Ramadm  b  dMkidt 
to  Mudanbadi^ound  befievets 
who  are  Iw  only  folowcn  of  lesus 
Qabtw  their  aai  or  commiaiity. 


Chrirt  m  their  higll  or  comnuiily. 
Pray  to  them  to  Main  falhfal  to 

dmildm^pNi^fmmiuir 


For:  (1)  MBCB  Executive 
Committee  Meeting,  9  ajn.;  (2) 
Mbsbsippi  Baptist  Cotwention 
Bomd  Meetif^  ajn.;  (3) 
Amanda  ParwMMMned  the 


ChitaldmBhspNi^efmmiuir 
famly  ana  hb^  to  return  to  hfam. 
Play  to  Iwir  fmdly  meraben  to  see 
the  Li^diining  them#  lieir  fives 
and  become  seams  ofCod. 


October.  Pray  the  Lord  wW  use 
her  gentle  spuit  and  joyful 
heart  to  draw  many  Hakka  to 
Hinwelf. 


For  (1)  Baptist  Buihfing  STAFF 
AT  HOME  DAYS,  3id  -  5th;  (2) 
AHhou^  openly  Christian, 
Mombasa  Bq^BlLHM  School 
in  Kenya  attradntudenb  from 
dlsorbofh^failHnds.Asstu- 
denb  are  invileaw  share  lunch 
wMi  a  mbsionary  teacher  and  hb 
famly,  pray  lal  Cod  would  use 
that  m  to  buld  relalionihips. 


"Can  I  folow  Buddha  and 
lesus?"  asked  Khun  M.  of 
Thaland.  "If  I  can't,  I  wfil  fol¬ 
low  Buddha.*  btom  Reghmal 
Team  memhqnfitc:  Pray  that 
Khun  M  wM  nBVThe  truth 
about  the  One  True  God  and 
be  compeled  by  the  Spirit, 
despite  persecution  frm  soci¬ 
ety,  to  folow  Him  only. 


YOU  ARE  INVITED  TO  A  CAMP  STAFF  REUNION  CELEBRATING  THE 
PAST  FIVE  YEARS  of  Camp  Garaywa  summer  camp. 

If  you  served  during  the  SUMMERS  OF  1999,  2000, 2001, 2002  or  2003, 
please  join  us  for  a  special  celebration  at  Camp  Garaywa  on 
SATURDAY,  JAN.  3, 2004,  from  10  a.m.  -  4  p.m. 


There  is  NO  COST  INVOLVED,  but  you  must  make  reservations. 

TO  MARE  YOUR  RESERVATION,  please  call  the  WMU  Department  at 
1-S00-74S-1651,  ext.  322,  or  e-mail  Robin  Reels,  GA/Acteens  Camp  consultant, 
at  rkeels^mbcb.org.  Please  RSVP  by  Monday,  Dec.  15. 


The  2003  SUMMER  STAFF  is  invited  to  an  ovemi0ht  reunion 
beginning  at  6  p.m.  on  Friday,  Jan.  2. 


3-01  Miss  Jessie  M.  Crocker 
Parents:  George  &  Ginger 
Sports  Evangelism 
Astern  South  America 

5-93  Miss  Meleah  D.  Peacock 

Parents:  Kevin  &  Brenda 
Theological  Education 
Middle  America 

15-92  Miss  MoUy  Crocker 
Parents:  George  <t  Ginger 
Sports  Evangelism 
Western  South  America 

21-97  Mr.  Caleb  E.  Holyfield 

Parents:  Michael  &  Patricia 
Church  Planting 
Central  &  Eastern  Europe 

26-89  Miss  Hannah  Ray 

Parents:  Michael  A.  Liruia 
Religious  Education 
Central  A  Eastern  Europe 


Homecomings 
&  Revivals 

Midway,  Jackson:  Nov.  23, 
60th  anniversary;  luncheon 
following  morning  worship; 
afternoon  service  around  the 
tables;  David  Wilkinson,  for¬ 
mer  pastor,  speaking;  Charles 
Gen^,  pastor 

North  Columbia, 

Columbia:  Nov.  16-19; 


Sunday,  10:30  a.m.  and  6  p.m.; 
Mon.-Wed.,  7  p.m.;  Gene 
Douglas,  preaching;  Steve 
Walker,  music;  the  public  is 
welcome;  nursery  will  be  pro¬ 
vided;  Mike  Grenn,  pastor; 
James  Bell,  minister  of  music. 

Highland,  Crystal  Springs: 

Nov.  16;  Sunday  Scho^,  9!30 
a.m.;  worship,  10:30  a.m.;  din¬ 
ner,  11:30  a.m.;  James  Griffith, 
speaking;  David  Patterson, 
pastor. 

Calvary  Chapel,  Parchman: 
Nov.  23;  building  dedication  of 
the  W.  D.  ana  Earline  Kirk 
Family  Life  Center;  harvest  din¬ 
ner,  5:30  p.m.;  worship,  6:30 

&m.;  Boboy  IDouglas,  Mid- 
elta  Association,  preaching; 
Truman  Scarborough,  Norm 
Central  Association,  dedicatory 

f)rayer;  the  center  will  open  in 
anuary  for  one  night  a  week¬ 
end  for  recreational  activities. 


Children's  Choir  of  First  Church  Glendale,  Hattiesburg 


Grace  Jenkins,  Randy  Pierce,  pastor;  and  Louise  Williamson 

Highland  Church,  During  August  Calvary's 

Tishomingo,  celebrated  their  Kids  "nR  Calvary  Church, 
125th  anmversary  August  17.  Pascagoula,  collects  items  for 
Jeremy  Harris  is  pastor.  Jimmy  state  missions  for  Christmas. 
Bryant,  former  pastor,  brought  The  children  presented  Down 
the  morning  message.  Lunch  by  the  Creek  Bank  September  5. 
was  served  and  special  services 

and  music  followed.  Bobby  The  senior  citizens  of  Unity 
Cobb,  Tishomingo  Director  of  Church,  Leaksville,  were  hon- 
Missions,  presented  a  certifi-  ored  with  a  luncheon  September 
cate  provided  by  the  3.  Randy  Pierce,  pastor,  is  pic- 
Mississippi  Baptist  Historical  tured  with  the  youngest  senior. 
Commission  to  the  church.  The  Grace  Jenkins,  and  the  oldest 
church  honored  former  deacon  Louise  Williamson.  The  oldest 
and  music  director  Stanley  couple  present  was  Gavin  and 
McAnally.  Bickey  Pennington  Elnora  Breland.  The  youth  girls 
constructed  a  stone  structure  helped  to  prepcue  the  me<d,  dko- 
that  now  displays  the  old  rate,  serve,  and  clean  up. 
church  bell.  The  bell  memorial 

was  completed  in  July  and  ded-  Holly  Springs  Church, 
icated  in  memory  of  McAnally.  Foxworth,  will  have  Hanging  of 
Pictured  (from  left)  are  Melody,  the  Green  on  November  30  at  10 
Lori,  and  Debbie  McAnally.  a.m.  There  will  be  no  morning 

Sunday  School.  Kevin  Crozier 

The  Older  Children's  Choir  is  pastor.  For  more  information, 
at  First  Church  Glendale,  call  (601)  73^5795. 
Hattiesburg,  presented  the 
musical  ^lash  Kingdom  on 
October  15. 

Mount  Herman  Church, 

Savannah,  Tenn.,  recen^  donat¬ 
ed  a  bus  to  SL  Paul  Mlievers 
Southern  Church,  TUnica. 

Pictured  (from  left)  are  M.  C. 

Johnson,  North  Delta  Association, 

Artie  Rivers'  wife,  Artie  Rivers, 
pastor  of  Mt.  Herman,  Leon 
Butler,  pastor  of  St.  Paul  Believers, 
and  Butler's  wife. 

Brandon  Lee  Massey  of 
Eastside  Church,  Pearl,  helps 
Jeanette  Hutchins,  Faithful 
Workers  Sunday  School  Class 
teacher,  pack  supplies  for  Jody 
Wilkerson  and  Richard  Worsham 
who  are  stationed  in  Kuwait. 

Volunteers  from  various 
churches  in  the  Jackson  County 
Association  and  the  men  at 
Calvary  Church,  Pascagoula, 
installed  sheet  rock  cm  in  the  edu¬ 
cational  building  of  Calvary 
Church  cm  September  27. 


Brandon  Lee  Massey  &  Jeanette  Hutchins 


125th  Anniversary  of  Highland  Church,  'Hshomingo 


Calvary  Church  Kids,  Pascagoula 


Bus  Donation;  Mount  Herman  Church,  Savannah  Tenn. 


infcxmation  call  (601)  372-9161 


STEEPHOLLOW  BAPTIST  CHURCH,  more  _ _ 

Poplarville,  Miss,  a  mid-sized  church  MAIN  STREET  BAPTIST  CHURCH, 
seeking  part-time  (potential  full-time)  Goodman,  Miss  is  seeking  a  full-time 
minister  of  music.  Two  Sunday  morning  pastor.  Please  send  letters  and/or 
services  plus  Wedrtesday  night  services,  resumes  to  F^stor  search  committee,  P.O. 
Must  lead  adult  choir.  Please  call  (601)  Box  206,  Goodman,  MS  39079.  Or 
795-4638  or  fax  resume  (601 )  795-4696.  email  resumes  to  tariir2^ol.com. 
ORGANIST.  CASTLEWOOOS  Baptist  BEACON  BAPTIST  CHURCH  IS  looking  for 


Volunteers  from  Jackson  Association,  Pascagoula 


Our  Broocks  family  would  like  to  say  thank  you  for  being 
a  part  of  the  Branson  Condo  family  since  1992.  We  have 
had  the  priviledge  to  meet  so  many  of  our  guests  and 
talk  with  many  of  them  over  these  years. 


Please  continue  to  use  and  stay  in  the  condo  with  the 
Stovall  Family  in  the  future,  They  will  do  the  same 
accomodations  and  extra's  for  your  family  as  in  the  past 


BAPTISTS 


Thank  you  again  - 
The  Broocks  in  Yazoo  City,  MS 


Southside  Baptist  Church,  paid  position.  For  Noxapter,  MS  39346.  (662)  724-21 56. 


The  Baptist  Record 


November  13, 2003 
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15-Passenger  Van  Safety 
is  Big  News  these  Days! 


First 
h  u  r  c  h  , 
Petal,  has 
called  Jay 
^^fSpiller  as 

Eastor  efiec- 
ve  August 
PPH 10.  He  comes 
horn  Caoiden 
f  Church, 
Camden,  Ala. 
1  naduate  of  the 
of  Alabama  and 
has  served  churches 


Cod's  Hand,  for  dance,  and  min- 
TO  participants. 

■  (from  left)  are  Aberdeen,  cele- 

ifleHQ[Ru|l^^fl  Casey  Torrence,  brated  note 

r.A...<B...w.l.ri.[l.*  ilIslIF  Se^to*Jr‘6"fOT  Senior Sdi* of WetiSdemOiim^Ridilon 

Jessica  Tagert,  and  the  retirement  of  debt  of  a  new  Great  Passion  Play,  and  visited 
Brittany  Tagert  worship  center.  Pictured  (from  the  Christ  of  the  Ozarks  Statue, 

left, 'hmt)  are  Beverly  Haney,  die  Covenant  Gardens,  and 
The  GAs  of  New  BaileyHaneyE.'G.  Nicholson  Jr.,  Thomcrown  Chapel.  Pictured 

'  <  Prospect  Church,  T.  J.  Tucker,  Paula  Andrews,  and  (from  left)  are  Helen  James,  Flora 

Brooldiaven,  collected  (back)  Dennis  Smithey,  pastor.  Smidi,  Gaudette  Lindsey,  Jane 
over  60  stuffed  lambs  for  Henderson,  Emma  Ruth 

their  Christmas  in  Paul  Lebec  Sr,  retired  from  Henderson,  and  Donnis  Byrd. 
August  project.  The  Oak  Grove  Church,  Philade^^iia.  nun - ^ - 


GAs  of  First  Church  Glendale,  Hattiesburg 


GAs  of  New  Prospect;  Brookhaven 


William  Carey  College  stu-  solo  category.  Derrick  Meador, 
dents  placed  first  in  th^  divi-  Laurel,  won  first  place  in  the 
sions  at  die  state  Mississippi  iunior/senior  organ  category. 
Music  Teachers  Association  Nathan  Sumrall,  Hattie^urg, 
(MMTA)  oxiference  held  recent-  won  first  place  for  junior/senior 
ly  at  Jones  County  Junior  piano  solo.  Carey  and  other 
(^Ik^.  MMTA  is  affiliated  widi  vocalists  from  WCC  will  com- 
the  Music  Teachers  National  pete  at  the  National  Association 
Assodatioa  Annin  Abdihodzic,  of  Teachers  of  Snging  (NATS) 
Bihac,  Bosnia,  won  first  place  for  r^onal  conference  at 

junior/senior  guitar  solo.  9ianna  N&sissippi  College  in 

Carey,  Tuscaloosa,  Ala.,  won  first  November, 
place  in  die  junior /senior  opera 
category.  She  also  placed  second 


Note  Burning,  Aberdeen 


in  the  senior  division  of  the  voice 
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Company.  M/COMB0008.  $40,000-60,000.  The  minister  of  music  is  can  learn  more  about  the  church  and  its 

NORRIS  BOOKBINDING  COMPANY  f®sponsible  for  leading  and  overseeing  ministries  at  www.northmonroe.com. 
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Family  Bible  Study 


Paul  and  Barnabas 
led  the  church's  mis¬ 
sion  efforts  among  the 
Gentiles. 

These  men  respond¬ 
ed  in  obedience  as  the 
Holy  Spirit  spoke  and 
callra  them  to  deliver 


Taking  the  Good  News  to  Others 

Acts  13:1-3, 28-32, 38-39, 4S48 

Henry  Martyn,  19th 
century  missionary  to 
India  and  Persia,  once 


lem  to  deliver  church's  outreach  visitation,  whether  a  person  accepts  Christ 
M  the  message  of  salva-  going  on  a  short-term  mission  is  not  up  to  us  and  our  effcnls.  It 
tion  to  the  lost.  trip  within  the  United  States,  or  is  Gods  job  duxnigh  die  Holy 

I  You  and  I  have  also  committing  our  lives  to  a  career  Spirit  to  convict  a  persOT  of  their 

been  set  apart  to  share  as  a  missionary  with  NAMB  or  n^  for  Christ  aiva  call  them  into 
the  GostcI.  It  is  the  greatest  the  IMB,  we  must  know  the  a  relaticmship  witii  Him.  He 
r^ponsibility  ^t  we've  been  truth  and  clearly  share  the  truth  regenerates,  justil^,  sanctifies, 

Sven  as  Christians.  God  could  with  the  lost.  and  glorifies  sinners. 

ive  chosen  any  way  that  He  Our  job  is  simply  to  be  obe- 

desired  to  take  the  message  of  Share  Forgivness  - 13:38-39  dient  to  Him  and  the  commis- 
the  Gospel  to  the  world,  but  He  Knowing  that  we  are  for-  sion  that  He  has  given  to  us  as 
chose  us  and  set  us  apart  for  given  of  all  our  sins  is  an  His  children  to  be  His  ambas- 
this  job.  Samuel  Gordon  said,  mcredible  thing.  When  we  sadors  across  ^e  world. 

"The  way  to  a  human  heart  is  accept  Christ,  all  of  our  sins  If  you  sense  fiiat  God  is  calling 
through  a  human  heart."  are  rorgiyen  once  and  for  all.  you  to  a  career  as  a  missionaiy. 

This  is  the  "global  cleansing”  you  can  contact  the  IMB  at  1-800- 
Share  the  Truth  - 13:28-32  that  comes  with  becoming  a  I-CAN-GOl.  Information  on 
Paul  and  Barnabas  took  the  Christian,  and  it  can  never  be  short-term  overseas  c^Tportuni- 
Gospel  to  the  Jews  and  the  taken  away.  It  gives  us  the  ties  can  be  obtained  by  calling  1- 
Gentiles  in  Antioch  where  they  keys  to  the  kingdom,  brings  800-888-VOLS.  For  infbipnanon 
’r.  the  synagogue.  They  us  back  into  a  relationship  on  missions  opportunities  in 
very  clear  presentation  with  God,  and  gives  us  the  Nordi  America,  call  1-800-462- 
'  the  Gospel,  shar-  promise  of  etemm  life.  8657.  Whatever  He  is  calling  ydu 

ing  how  Jesus  fulfilled  the  Old  Playwright  Friedrich  Schiller  to  do,  be  obedient! 

Testament  prophecies  in  His  said,  "Forgiveness  is  die  divinest  - 

le  spread  death,  burial,  and  resurrection,  of  victories."  This  great  news  of  Daniels  is  pastor  of  Monticello 
They  clearly  told  the  good  ttie  victory  over  sin  needs  to  be  Church,  Monticello. 


Isn't  it  great  to  be  able  to 
give  some<me  some  good  news,  said,  "The  Spirit  of 
especially  if  that  person  has  Christ  is  the  spirit  of 
gone  through  some  tough  missions,  and  the  nearer  we  get 
times  in  their  life?  Like  giving  to  Him,  the  more  intensely  irus- 
a  gift  to  someone,  the  givmg  of  sionary  we  must  become.^'  Our 
good  news  warms  our  hearts  as  missionary  hearts  will  t^  us 
we  share  it  with  the  recipient.  across  the  sheet,  across  town. 

Of  course,  the  greatest  Good  or  across  the  world  to  tell  a  lost 
News  that  we  can  share  with  person  about  the  love  of  God  in 
anyone  is  the  life-changing  Christ  Jesus.  The  Gospel  is  for 
Gospel  of  our  Lord  Jesus  all  people,  and  you  and  I  need 
Christ.  What  a  privilege  it  is  to  identify  ways  in  which  we 
for  us  to  be  the  bearers  of  this  will  participate  in  taking  it  to 
message  to  a  lost  and  dying  aU  people, 
world!  This  is  what  we  nave 

been  called  and  commissioned  Set  Apart  to  Share  - 13:1-3 
to  do  by  JesiK.  Are  you  taking  God  started  the  worldwide 
that  call  seriously?  We  must  mission  of  the  Gospel  by  lead-  shared  in  the  s' 
take  the  Good  N^s  to  others  ing  the  church  to  cfedicate  and  made  a  ^ — y 
whqgver  they  may  be-in  our  set  apart  two  experienced  of  the  truth  of  the 
owifflKimmunities,  our  state,  evangelists.  Thisisthefirstsig- 
our  intion,  and  the  world.  nificant  breakthrough  in  the 
Every  believer  needs  to  have  New  Testament  for 
the  heart  of  a  missionary,  of  the  Gospel. 


Explore  the  Bible 

Freedom 


Colossians  2:6-23 


By  Laura  Russell 


Legalism  in  Paul's  day  con- 
cemed  such  issues  as  diet,  festi¬ 
val  days  and  religious  cere- 
mcniies.  In  fiiese  verses,  Paul  tells 
why  such  rules  that  appear  "spir¬ 
itual"  can  actuaUy  lead  a  person 
away  fixnn  God.  In  Bus  letter  to 
the  Colossians,  Paul  portrays  the 
Christian  life  very  (^>timistically. 
The  Christian  life  gives  you  free¬ 
dom  from  all  die  religious  "stuff 
and  aUows  you  to  live  a  full  life 
because  of  all  God  has  done  in 
Christ  for  you. 

FreB^^hrough  Christ 
(w.  8-12). 

"Rooted"  refers  to  something 
which  happened  in  die  past  but 
continues  to  exercise  an  iMuence 
in  the  present.  When  the 
Colossians  were  converted,  diey 
were  rooted  in  Christ  That  cc«i- 
dition  still  existed.  They  did  not 


need  another  source  of 
life  and  nourishment 
They  needed  to  grow  as 
they  drew  upon  the  Russell 
resources  of  Christ. 

When  we  know  Jesus  Christ  we 
don't  need  to  seek  God  by  means 
of  other  religions,  cults  or  unbib- 
lical  philosophies  as  these 
Colossians  were  doing.  Christ 
alone  holds  die  answers  to  the 
true  meaning  of  life,  because  He 
is  fife.  He  is  me  unique  source  of 
knowledge  and  power  for  the 
Christian  life.  No  Christian 
needs  anything  else  than  what. 
Christ  has  provided  to  be  saved. 

We  are  cxxmplete  in  Him  and  He 
sets  us  free. 

Free  for  life  in  Christ 
(w.  13-15). 

We  can  ei^y  our  new  life  in 
Christ  because  we  have  joined 
him  in  his  death  and  resurrec¬ 
tion.  Our  evil  desires,  our 


bondage  to  and  love  for 
sin  diM  with  Him.  The 
law  has  been  "nailed  to 
die  cross".  When  we  join 
Christ  in  His  resurrection 
life,  we  can  have  unbro¬ 
ken  fellowship  widi  God 
and  freedom  irom  sin. 
To  describe  die  absolute 
adequacy  of  what  Christ 
has  brought  to  the 
Colossian  Christians, 
Paul  used  examples  of  dreumd- 
sion  and  baptism.  While  dreum- 
dsion  was  a  dgn  of  die  Jews 
covenant  widi  (5x1,  when  Jesus 
died,  it  was  no  longer  necessary 
as  a  step  of  faidi. 

Now  our  commitment  to 
Ck)d  is  w.ritten  on  oiur  hearts, 
not  ovir  bodies.  Christ  has  set 
us  free  by  a  spiritual  operation, 
not  a  plwsical  one.  Baptism  is  a 
sign  of  this  new  covenant. 
When  we  are  b^tized,  we  are 
identified  with  Cnrist.  Our  old, 
sinful  life  is  dead  and  buried. 
That  doesn't  mean  we  will 
never  sin  again;  we  will.  The 
difference  is  that  before  we 
were  saved,  we  were  slaves  to 
our  sinful  nature,  but  now  we 
are  free  to  live  for  Christ. 


Free  to  worship  only  Christ 
(w.  16-18). 

The  fiilse  teachers  claimed  that 
(3od  was  kac  away  and  could  be 
approached  only  throu^  angels. 
Ih^  tau^t  diat  peex^  had  to 
worship  angels  in  emfo  to  reach 
<^.  Tt  lis  IS  unscrqjturaL  The 
Bible  teaches  diat  angels  cue  God's 
servants  and  it  forbids  woi^p- 
ing  them.  (Ex.  203,4;  Rev.  223,9) 
Th^  false  teachers  had  a  s^- 
made  religion.  They  were  trying 
to  deny  tra  bexly  by  saying  it  was 
evU,  but,  in  fact,  b^use  of  their 
desire  for  attention,  tiiey  were 
actually  obsessed  by  it 

Paul  told  the  Colossian 
Christians  not  to  let  others  crit¬ 
icize  their  diet  or  religious  cere¬ 
monies.  Instead  of  outward 
observance,  they  should  fcxnrs 
of  faith  in  Christ  alone.  Our 
worship,  traditions,  and  cere¬ 
monies  can  help  bring  us  close 
to  God,  but  more  unportant 
than  how  we  worship  is  who 
we  worship,  and  that  is  Christ. 

Free  to  live  for  Christ 
(w.  20-23). 

Paul  is  declaring  to  the 
Colossians  diat  because  of  their 


spiritual  freedom  they  had  no 
reason  to  submit  to  human  rules 
and  rituals.  We  cannot  reach  up 
to  Gcxl  by  following  rules  of  self- 
denial  or  by  practicing  religion. 
Keeping  rules  or  laws  will  not 
earn  salvaticm.  The  gcxxl  news  is 
that  Gcxl  reaches  down  to  man, 
and  we  respond.  Self-made  reli¬ 
gions  focus  on  human  effort; 
Christianity  focuses  on  Christ's 
work.  Our  salvation  does  not 
dq^end  on  our  own  discipline 
and  rule-keeping,  but  on  the 
power  of  Christ's  death  and  res- 
urrecticHi.  People  should  be  able 
to  see  a  difieiWice  between  the 
way  Christians  and  non- 
Chmtians  live.  Christian  growth 
is  a  lifelong  process.  We  do  not 
automatic^y  have  all  gcxxl 
thou^ts  and  attitudes.  If  we 
keep^tening  to  Gcxl,  we  will  be 
changing  all  the  time.  Having 
^iritual  freedom  means 
Christians  are  freed  from  living 
by  human  rules  and  rituals,  but  it 
does  not  mean  we  are  fr^  to 
live  any  way  we  want.  We  are  to 
live  for  Christ. 


Russell  is  member  of  First 
Church,  McComb. 


Buddy  Keyes,  on  Son  Camp  at  Percy  Quinn  State  date,  and  Antonio 


resented  29.  The  children  ei^ed  Bible 


The  GAs  of  Lexic 


and  Church,  lyiettowiv 
aeain  hdd  a  ceremony  hore 


Mosdle  Memorial  Chuidi,  Mosdle 


Buddy  Ke3r8  and  Chip  Price 


Don  Mooney  of 

Moselle  Memorial 


Church,  Moselle, 
became  concerned 


about  the  legal  duu* 
lenges  Judge  Rc^ 
Moore  is  hidng  in 
Alabama.  Mooney 
and  Keidi  Thon:^>soa 
pastor,  had  Ten 
Commandment  yard 
signs  made  and 
onered  them  to  the 
chtuch.  People  all 
over  the  community 
have  now  purchased  „ 
the  signs.  Mooney  ^ 
may  m  contacted  at 
<60l)  582-9428  Monday, 
v^fe(mesday,  and  Friday 
from  9  a  jn.-noon. 

First  Church, 

Calhoun  City,  held  a 
groundbreaking  service 
their  new  Christian 
Activities, 
Recreation, 
and 
Enrichment 
Center 
September 
28.  The  cen¬ 
ter  will  be 


September  30. 
Pictured  (from 
left,  frcmt)  are 
MacKenzie 


Todora,  Micah 


Kennedy, 
Claudia  Johnson, 
Whitney 
Johnson, 
Lindsay  Venable, 
(back)  Catherine 
Shepherd, 
Ashley  Chance, 

Potto  Camp  Old  Farihkm  Day,  Fbits  Camp 


Calvary  Chuidi,  Pascagoula 


Church  invites  all  area  children 
to  attend.  The  Children's  Choir, 
reiuuned  Joyful  Noise,  meets 
Sundays  at  4  p.m.  For  more 
information,  contact  (601)  878- 
5735,  (601)  878-5597,  or 

www.fbcterry.otg. 


The  4-6th  grade  GAs  of 
Crossroads  Church, 

Pdahatchic,partic^ted  in  a  tea 
party  at  die  churdt.In  September 
mey  learned  about  GA-rast  aixl 
Present.  Pktiued  (from  top, 
clockwise)  are  Aml^  Ensig^, 


I  GAs  of 
Church, 
ted  in  a  tea 


ter  will  be  Kiistm  Keen,  Erica  CouneJison, 
complete  TiphaniCraf^  Jessica  Vainer,  and 
witti  a  gym,  Adiley  Jc^mson. 


GAs  of  Lexie  Church,  lyicrtown 


youdi  area, 
weight 
room,  ^vi- 
ty  room, 
lounge,  and 
classrooms. 
Pictured 


Bibliocipher 

ByChaHesAirx 
copyright  2003  . 

IVZ  XIFZ  JVCH  CYWS, 

GYJX  FG  FX  LOFCGWV, 


IVZ  GYJX 


DWYHEWZ 


TYOFXC  GH  XJMMWO, 
IVZ  CH  OFXW  MOHS 
GYW  ZWIZ  GYW 
GYFOZ  ZIN: 
KJQW 

GLWVGN-MHJO: 

MHOCN-XFU 


Oue:Fml 

Hive  fun  with  cryptognphy  end 
exercise  your  Bible  knowledge.  A 
King  limes  Version  Bible  verse  his 
been  encoded  by  letter  substitu¬ 
tion.  The  Sime  letter  Is  substituted 
throughout  the  puzile.  Solve  by 
triil  ind  error.  Answer  to  list 
week’s  puzile:  lohn  20:27 


(from  left)  are  Jimmy  Vance, 
interim  pastoi;  and  Woody  Jones. 

First  Church,  Potto  Camp, 
celebrated  Old  Fashioned  Day 
October  26  in  their  new  sanctu- 
Pictured  are  ^lerrill  and 
Jim  Buchanan,  pastor,  with 
their  granddau^Ws  Ajtnanda 
and  Evittany.  They  had  horses, 
wagcms,  stage  coaches,  and  old 
cars.  Ladies  presented  skits  and 
there  was  blue  grass  singing 
and  a  parade. 

The  GAs  and  Mission 
Friends  of  Beulah  Church, 
Myitf  Cf  reoendy  hdd  Christmas 
in  August  for  children  having 
surgery  at  Union  County  Biq>tist 
Ho^^  They  put  together  gift 
bags  with 
coloring 
books,  col^ 
ors,  books, 
and  puzzles. 


Ihe  Kids 
Kollcction 
Children's 
Choir  at 
First 
Church, 
Terry, 
enjoyed 
Summer 
Fun  in  the 


First  Church,  McLain,  cele¬ 
brated  their  centennial  anniver¬ 
sary  October  12.  Michael  Street, 
pastor,  brought  die  morning 
message.  Geo^e  Berger, 
Mississippi  Baptist  Histoncal 
Commission,  presented  a  letter 
of  commendation  and  certifi¬ 
cate.  Carmen  Green  read  die 
history.  Special  music  was  pre¬ 
sented  Dv  Teresa  Green 
Browning.  The  centennial  mes¬ 
sage  was  preached  by  John 
Henry,  director  of 
George/Greene  Area  Missions. 
Their  f^owship  hall  build^^ 
was  dedicated  in  January  2003. 

Tino  Trevino,  pastor  at  New 
Life  and  Hope  Hispanic 
Mission,  Sunflowei^  recently 
baptized  two  in  an  outdoor  ser¬ 
vice.  The  baptisms  were  held  in 
a  portable  baptistery  which 
Calvary  Chapel,  Parchaman, 
provides  to  dieir  missimis. 
Pictured  are  Tevino,  a  candi- 


Centennial  nrst  Church  McLain,  McLain 


Calvary  Church, 
Pascagoula,  held  a 
Mkigaret  Lackey 
Misuon  Marcm 
September  28.  The 
gb«d  of  $500  was 
exceeded.  Pictured 
(fipom  left)  are  Kadiy 
IXuen,  Doru 

Thomas,  and  Jdmny 
Beaver,  pastor. 

Camp  Creek 
Church,  Guntown, 
will  celebrate  Rally 
Day  November  16  at 
10:45  a.m.  David 
Hamilton,  West 
Heights  Church; 
Pontotoc,  will  be 
speaking.  A  meal 
will  follow.  For 
more  information, 
call  (662)  869-5474. 


Tino  Tkevino  and  Ante 


Jfamny  Vance  and  Woody  Jones 


www.mbcb.org 


GAs  of  Crossroads  Churdy  Pdahaldiie 


riHio'V 


The  Baftot  Rbcoro’ 


II  .  / 
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nrst  Churdi  Tmy  Kids  Kollection  Choir;  Terry 


November  13, 2003 
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